
 

GETTING STARTED 
WORKBOOK

From Rags to Reasonable 

10Questions to get you (and me) ready
to start money-planning your life!



So… you’re looking for some money help? 

I’m honoured that you’ve come to me. A few things you should know: 
 

1. I take the responsibility of money coaching/planning really seriously. I know it’s a big deal to 
trust someone with your intimate financial information. Anything you share with me from this 
point on (whether we work together or not) will not be shared with anyone else without your 
express permission.  

2. I want you to get the money help you need whether it comes from me or from someone else.  
If I don’t think that I’m the right person for the job… I’ll tell you.  

3. Delving into your money can be hard, because it’s about so much more than just dollars and 
cents. It can involve changing old habits, tough conversations with loved ones, and lots of 
‘quality time’ with your laptop.  
It takes time, and some serious energy. If you’re ready to do it, I’m ready to help you.

 

And because I want to make sure that the timing and the fit are right I put together this little 
workbook with a few questions for you to answer. 

Take your time with them. If you really can’t think of a response (or just don’t think the question 
applies to your situation) … don’t stress… just skip it. 

The answers don’t have to be complicated or long… just a few words will be enough in most 
situations, although if you want to go into more detail (or just riff long-form style) that’s good too. 

If at any point you have questions don’t hesitate to email: chrisenns@ragstoreasonable.com

Looking forward to meeting you!

the intro

mailto:chrisenns@ragstoreasonable.com


 

QUESTIONS
the

Getting Started Workbook



Question 1: Who are you?
(Who are you, what do you do, and how do you make a living?)

Name:
Partner/Spouse: 
Kids:

What’s your main occupation? 

Are you an artist? If so, what kind?

Other jobs/sources of income: 

the questions

Ages

I don’t care how much you make, Ijust want to get a picture of howyou make a living

Musician ☑ Director/
Producer

☑ Dancer ☑ Other ☑

Actor/
Comedian

☑ Artisan/
Craftsperson

☑ Visual Artist ☑

Writer ☑ Conductor/
Composer

☑ Photographer ☑



Question 2: Where are you?
Country: 
City (or closest town):

Since I’m still a working and traveling artist, most of the work we’ll do is through the magic of the 
internet. That means Skype sessions, file transfer on Dropbox or through Google Sheets, and 

communicating by email or through Slack. 

There are lots of options, but the most important thing is that you’re comfortable with the entire 
process. So I wanted to check in on your confidence level in working with some of these 

programs. Just jot down a rating from 1 - 5. 

Skype
Dropbox
Google Sheets
Email
Slack

Any other concerns or apps/tools you would prefer to use?  

the questions

I don’t know 
anything 
about it

Heard of it, 
but I don’t 

use it

Used it a 
few times 
but would 
need some 

help

Use it from 
time to time 

and feel 
comfortable 

with it

Use it all 
the time! 
LOVE IT!!

2 3 4 51

(Where you are geographically, and where you ‘live’ on the internet!)



Question 3: Where have you 
just come from? 

(Your money mood, strengths and … less strong points)
Self-awareness is one of the biggest weapons you can bring to this process, and so… if you can 
think of any… jot down a few money things you’re good at and a few things that are a constant 
struggle. That will help us build on your strengths, and figure out some tools to help with the 
other stuff. 

How do you feel about your money these days? 

 

the questions

" #1 10
I hate thinking about it and 
get super stressed when I do

5
It’s okay… but sometimes I 

get pretty worried
I love it! I’m killing it! I’m 

finally getting ahead!

What are some 
money things you’re 

good at? 

What are a few 
money things you 

struggle with?

Think. There’s alwayssomething….



Question 4: What do you want? 
(The main question/drive that brought you here. The thing that 

makes the work worthwhile!)
There may be a lot of questions that led you down the path of talking to a financial planner, but 
let’s try to narrow things down a little bit to your main GOAL. 

If in a few months we’re finished working together… what would ‘success’ look like? What would 
we have accomplished? 

It might be really concrete: I want to save $40,000 dollars. Or maybe it’s vaguer: I want to get 
control of my money and feel more stable. 

It’s really important that you know what you want, so that we can work towards getting it. 

What are the questions that brought you here? 

What’s your main goal(s) that you want to work 
on?   

the questions



Question 5: Why do you want it? 
(The thing that’s going to motivate this whole process)

There’s a really good reason why the best laid financial plans flame out after a few months. 

I can give you all the tools you need to succeed, but I can’t help you with the day to day work. 

Your ‘why’ is your fuel for the journey, and the stronger and more real it feels to you… the better. 

Why is your goal important to you? 

the questions

If it’s  really personal and youdon’t want to share it that’s fine… write it down somewherefor yourself.



Question 6: Why do you 
want it NOW?

(What’s changed that makes NOW the perfect time to act?)
The other crucial factor to this kind of work is timing. Why is this the time to do this work? I love 
this question because it forces people to honestly think about what happened to finally promote 
this ‘want’ from the back burner.

Knowing why you want this right now will help add some urgency to the process (although as 
the acting teacher Dee Cannon says… urgency doesn’t mean rushing, or that there’s a time 
crunch… just that the process can no longer wait to get started).

What finally pushed you over the edge?
Was it a rock bottom experience (like the government calling in a tax debt), or just a changing 
life circumstance (like wanting to build a family)? 

the questions



Question 7: What will happen 
if you don’t get it now? 
(What are the consequences to non-action? If there aren’t any… 

it’ll be hard to commit)
What if nothing changes? 

What could happen? What will happen? What might happen? What are you afraid could 
happen? 

Let’s imagine shall we?

the questions

What will happen if nothing changes…



Question 8: How will you 
get what you want?

(What are the tools you use now, or think would help you)
What I’d love to learn from this question is: 

1) What money tools you’re already using and
2) What tools you’d love to learn more about because you think they would really help you

The point of planning is to build something that works for you, and the more I can know about 
how you’re already working and what tools you’re interested in… the better the plan will be!

the questions

Budgets

Credit Cards

Line of Credit

Other Debt

Mortgages

Savings

Investments

Tax Software

Accountant

Tax Credits/Deductions

Separate Business Accounts

Budgets

Credit Cards

Line of Credit

Other Debt

Mortgages

Savings

Investments

Tax Software

Accountant

Tax Credits/Deductions

Separate Business Accounts

I’d like to learn about:I already use: 

Is there anything else that you use or would like 
to learn about? 



Question 9: What’s going to 
get in your way?

(Acknowledges and identifies the problems to plan for)
Spending a few minutes thinking about the possible hurdles isn’t just a good exercise in self-
awareness, it also gives me some information on the best tools to put in place to plan for the 
roadblocks. 

 

the questions

Inner Roadblocks - the bad habits and 
excuses that might get in the way

Outer Roadblocks - the people around you or 
demands of daily life that might make things harder



Question 10: When?
(What’s your timeline?) 

And we end all of that with a practical question. 

Do you have a specific timeline for this project/help? Is there something coming up or are you 
pretty flexible? 

If you have a date in mind, great! If you don’t that’s great too. 

It’ll allow me to figure out if I’ve got the room in my schedule to give you the help you need.

What’s your timeline?  

the questions



What happens now? 
- Save your answers and email them to chrisenns@ragstoreasonable.com  

- I’ll send back a link to a site called calendly on which you can find a time to schedule a half 
hour skype session (which is 100% FREE). 

- I’ll review your answers before we chat and prepare a few options.  

- We’ll chat on Skype about those possible options (with me or with someone else if I think 
there’s a better fit out there), packages, prices, and what the next steps are.  

- Of course if you have any questions/concerns/random thoughts about the process, workbook, 
or anything else please don’t hesitate to email!

My goal for you is to give you the money help you need in a way that fits into your life, 
money tools that you actually use, and a plan that helps you build whatever life you want. 

A life full of art, wonderful people, beautiful places and the kind of stability that allows 
those things to thrive. 

mailto:chrisenns@ragstoreasonable.com
https://calendly.com/
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